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David G. Bress, U.S. Attorney for the District of Co- 
lumbia, told a Senate Judiciary subcommittee yesterday 
jhe thought he was well qualified to become a Federal 
i District judge — “an aspiration I’ve had for a long time.” 

Bress’s nomination for a judgeship was warmly en- 
dorsed at the hearing by the District and American Bar 

Associations. T 

Sen. John L. McClellan (D- 
Ark.), acting chairman of the! 
subcomittee, had nothing but; 
kind words for Bress, and t 
hinted that his nomination 

would be duly confirmed by , 

the Senate. • where he died. I Ronald, of Ft. Benning, Ga. 


Yesterday's session was a 
sharp contrast to stormy hear- 
ings in 1965, when the Bress i 
nomination to the post of U.S. 
Attorney was considered by 
the Judiciary Committee. 
Then, Sen. John J. Williams 
(R-DeL) and others opposed 
confirming Bress because of 
his connections with the Serv- 
U-Corp., a firm that was en- 
tangled in the Bobby Baker 
case. 

The Senate confirmed Bress 
by a 49-to-i4 vote that year. 

Sen. Strom Thurmond (R- 
SC) asked McClellan to pose 
four questions to Bress yester- 
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day Thurmond apparently 
sought to establish a connec- 
tion between Bress' defense of 
Serv-U and the later prosecu- 
tion here of Fred R. Black, a 
former Baker associate also in- 
volved in the original Serv-U 
case. 

Bress pointed out yesterday 
that the prosecution of Black 
was handled entirely by law- 
yers from the Department of 
Justice “who were in no way 
under my supervision,” in 
Bress' words. 

Thurmond did not indicate 
opposition to Bress’s confirma- 
tion. He is a leader of Senate 
opponents to the confirmation 
as Chief Justice of Justice Abe 
Fortas, a friend of Bress. 

This friendship was raised 


at yesterday’s hearing by the 
Liberty Lobby. W. B. Hicks Jr., 
the Lobby's executive secre- 
tary, testified against confirm- 
ing Bress on the grounds his 
nomination was politically mo- 
tivated, and therefore tainted. 

“This is mot to charge . . . Mr. 
Bress with any wrongdoing,” 
Hicks said in his testimony. 
“We must assume that Mr. 
Bress is both capable and ethi- 
cal.” 

Sen. McClellan echoed that 
sentiment. He complimented 
Bress for his handling of Con- 
gressional business during his 
three years as U.S. Attorney. 
“You (have been courteous and 
considerate of the Congress,” 
he said. 

The full Senate Judiciary 
Committee has yet to act on 
Bress' nomination. 


